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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. The Affidavit filed on 07/21/2007 under 37 CFR 1 .131 has been considered but is 

4 

ineffective to overcome the Butaud reference. 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish a reduction to practice of the 
invention in this country or a NAFTA or WTO member country prior to the effective date 
of the Butaud reference. The evidence submitted by the applicant failed to show 'The 
37 CFR 1 .131 affidavit or declaration must contain an allegation that the acts relied 
upon to establish the date prior to the reference or activity were carried out in this 
country or in a NAFTA country or WTO member country " as required by MPEP. (see 
MPEP 715.07(c)). Therefore Examiner maintains the rejection of claims 1 and 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Butaud et al (US Patent 6,737,904). 
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Regarding claim 1, Butaud et al teach system for generating a reduced amplitude 
clock pulse comprising: a clock signal generator for creating a clock signal (see figure 2, 
system clock generator 52), a delay line adapted to receive the clock signal and to 
generate a delayed clock signal (see figure 2, component 54); a multiplexer having a 
first input adapted to receive the clock signal (see figure 2, the first input to the 
multiplexer 56), a second input adapted to receive the delayed clock signal (see figure 
2, the input to the multiplexer 56 from delay element 54), and a third input used to 
selectively couple the first and second inputs to a multiplexer output (see component 
68) and a state machine having an output coupled the third input of the multiplexer, the 
state machine adapted to cause the multiplexer to select sequentially couple the first 
and second inputs to the multiplexer output (see components 60, 56 and output 64). 

Regarding claim 4, Butaud et al teach a method for generating a reduced 
amplitude clock pulse, the method comprising: receiving a clock signal (see figure 2, the 
output of component 52); generating a delayed clock signal based on the clock signal 
(see figure 2, component 54), providing a multiplexer having a first input adapted to 
receive the clock signal (see figure 2, the first input to the multiplexer 56), a second 
input adapted to receive the delayed clock signal (see figure 2, the input to the 
multiplexer 56 from delay element 54), and a third input used to selectively couple the 
first and second inputs to a multiplexer output (see component 68), and providing a 
state machine (see component 60) having an output coupled to thirds input of the 
multiplexer (see figure 2, component 68), the state machine adapted to cause the 
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multiplexer to sequentially couple the first and second outputs to the multiplexer output 
(see components 60, 56, 68, 64). 

4. Claim 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jeong 
et al (US Patent 6,144,242). 

Regarding claim 1, Jeong et al teach system for generating a reduced amplitude 
clock pulse comprising: a clock signal generator for creating a clock signal (see figure 3, 
clock input ck to the delay element 304 and column 3, lines 45 - 57), a delay line 
adapted to receive the clock signal and to generate a delayed clock signal (see figure 3 
and figure 4C and 4D, delay elements 442); a multiplexer having a first input adapted to 
receive the clock signal (see figure 4C and 4D, the first input to the multiplexer 440), a 
second input adapted to receive the delayed clock signal (see figure 4C and 4D, the 
input to the multiplexer 440 from delay element 442), and a third input used to 
selectively couple the first and second inputs to a multiplexer output (see figure 4C and 
4D 7 control input to MUX 440) and a state machine having an output coupled the third 
input of the multiplexer, the state machine adapted to cause the multiplexer to select 
sequentially couple the first and second inputs to the multiplexer output (see figure 3, 
control sequence generator 302 and the clock control signal). 

Regarding claim 4, Jeong et al teach a method for generating a reduced 
amplitude clock pulse, the method comprising: receiving a clock signal (see figure 3, 
clock input ck to the delay element 304 and column 3, lines 45 - 57); generating a 
delayed clock signal based on the clock signal see figure 3 and figure 4C and 4D, delay 
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elements 442), providing a multiplexer having a first input adapted to receive the clock 
signal (see figure 4C and 4D, the first input to the multiplexer 440), a second input 
adapted to receive the delayed clock signal (see figure 4C and 4D, the input to the 
multiplexer 440 from delay element 442), and a third input used to selectively couple the 
first and second inputs to a multiplexer output ((see figure 4C and 4D, control input to 
MUX 440), and providing a state machinq (see figure 3, component 302) having an 
output coupled to thirds input of the multiplexer (see figure 3, control input to component 
304 and figure 4C and 4D control input to MUX 440), the state machine adapted to 
cause the multiplexer to sequentially couple the first and second outputs to the 
multiplexer output (see figure 3, control sequence generator 302 and the clock control 
signal). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jaison Joseph whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6041 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chieh Fan can be reached on (571 ) 272-3042. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

■ • 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

■ 

Jaison Joseph 
09/1 4/2007 




CHIEH M. FAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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